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EXPERT ON CUBA-U.S. RELATIONS GIVES NEXT PRESIDENT’S LECTURE 
MISSOULA—
The next installment of the President’s Lecture Series at The University of Montana 
will feature Louis A. Perez Jr., who has been described by The New York Times Literary 
Supplement as "the foremost historian of Cuba writing in English."
Perez is the J. Carlyle Sitterson Professor of History at the University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill. His lecture, "Cuba and the United States: From Cultural Engagement to 
Political Conflict," will begin at 8 p.m. Friday, Nov. 9, at the Montana Theatre, located in the 
Performing Arts and Radio/Television Center. The event is free and open to the public.
In his lecture, Perez will examine the points at which Cuba and the United States have 
made contact — politically, culturally and economically — and will explore the dilemmas that 
proximity to the United States has posed to Cubans in their quest for national identity.
Earlier that day from 3:10 to 4:30 p.m., Perez will present a faculty seminar, "The 
Paradigm of Hurricanes in Cuba: Calamity and Cultural Adaptation," in Gallagher Building 
Room 123.
Perez earned his master’s degree from the University of Arizona in 1966 and his 
doctorate from the University of New Mexico in 1970. Among the 15 books Perez has written 
and edited are "The War of 1898: The United States and Cuba in History and Historiography," 
"Winds of Change: Hurricanes and the Transformation of Nineteenth-Century Cuba" and "On 
Becoming Cuban: Identity, Nationality and Culture," winner of this year’s Bolton-Johnson 
Prize at the Conference for Latin American History.
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